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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

God created out of love, not out of necessity.

God designed the creation in a way which was “fine tuned”

for life to exist: you and I were chosen by God out of all the

possible creatures he could have created.

We rebelled and sinned and became separated from God,

enslaved to sin, lost and unable to save ourselves.

God sent Jesus to save us: not a “plan B” but part of the

original plan from the beginning.
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What is Salvation?

Illustrations or pictures of the meaning of salvation:

Justification: removal of guilt, forgiveness of sins (Gal 2:16)

Reconciliation: God was in Christ reconciling the world to

himself (2 Cor 5:19)

Atoning sacrifice: Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away

the sins of the world (John 1:29)

Substitution: Christ died for our sins (1 Cor 15:3), Christ also

died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous

(1 Peter 3:18)

Ransom from slavery to sin (John 8:34, Rom 6:18)

Victory over sin and death (1 Cor 15:57)
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Salvation is a gift which cannot be earned or deserved, it can only

be received by belief and trust in Jesus.

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life (John 3:36)

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal

life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom 6:23)

The gift is offered freely to everyone:

God our Saviour desires everyone to be saved and to come to the

knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:4)

Therefore: it is not arrogance or presumption to have assurance

of salvation: it is humility!
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A conversation with a friend
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What about Works?

James says Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works

when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was

active along with his works, and faith was brought to completion

by the works.

But Paul says ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him

as righteousness.’ Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned

as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works

trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as

righteousness (Rom 4:3–5)

Abraham believed God 25 years before years before he offered

Isaac. Faith, and salvation, came first and was followed by works.

As James also says: I by my works will show you my faith

(James 2:18)



What about Works?

Love is a far more powerful motivation than fear.

Those who love God and know the love of God will naturally want

to do what pleases Him and will also be able to do these things by

the power of the Holy Spirit working within them.
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Jesus. . . for the joy that was set before him endured the cross and

despised its shame (Heb 12:2)

We are the joy that was set before Jesus. We are his joy and

crown and reward.



Conclusion

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that

you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through

his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,

as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may

have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of

Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all

the fullness of God. (Eph 3:16–19)
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